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OOMBULGURRI COMMUNITY — LIQUOR BAN 

166. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
It has been just over a month since the alcohol ban was imposed at the Oombulgurri community in the state’s 
north. Can the minister please update the house on whether there has been any improvement in the welfare of 
Oombulgurri residents since the ban was introduced? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

I remind members that on Thursday, 6 November I announced that alcohol would be banned from the Kimberley 
community of Oombulgurri; that is, alcohol was banned from being taken into the community, as was its 
consumption and possession in the community. I stress at the start that it is early days; it has been only one 
month. I do not want anyone to get carried away, because situations can change. I have been pleased to hear the 
reports coming back from the police. They indicate that there has been a significant decrease in alcohol-related 
harm in the community since the ban came into force. That is very, very encouraging. The police have reported 
that since alcohol was banned, there have been no after-hours callouts for police attendance at the community. 
This compares with an average of approximately four callouts a night when there was alcohol in the community, 
especially just after alcohol was transported into the community. There has not been a single report of domestic 
violence since the ban came into effect; nor have there been reports of other assaults or disturbances. It seems to 
be going very well. The really encouraging thing is that interaction between the community and the police is also 
going well. The police are really pleased about that. There is also evidence of more children returning to school 
and more appropriate behaviour being displayed, which is also very encouraging. Attendance at the local health 
clinic for violence-related injuries has been significantly reduced. Referrals for child neglect, domestic violence 
and other violence have decreased.  

The overall assessment is that the community is functioning very well. I have said previously in this chamber 
that the ban was designed to act as a circuit breaker. We hope that it will encourage a breathing space within the 
community, and restore it to being a productive, safe, nice place to live. There are indications that families are 
returning to the community and that other families intend to come back. We hope that that trend continues. 
These are early days. I thank all the agencies involved. I spoke to the member for Kimberley about this when we 
imposed the ban, and she raised the issue—as did other members—of ongoing resourcing. I am confident that 
the resources are available at present, but we will continue to monitor resourcing as time goes on. 
 


